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Are chestnuts pollinated by wind, insects, or both? For almost 150 years, this question has been in the air. To establish chestnut

pollination mode on solid foundations, two types of experiences must be combined: pollinator exclusion, to test the dependence

of chestnut pollination on insects, and insect monitoring during flowering, to identify the true pollinators of chestnut.

Chestnut is neither entirely nor partly wind-pollinated. Instead, it is entirely insect-pollinated. The insects involved are beetles

and especially calyptrate flies, not bees. We are starting to clarify the main mechanisms of chestnut pollination. Walking

insects are attracted to rewardless female flowers by male catkins of bisexual inflorescences during the second pollen emission

phase. They climb on the erect styles of female flowers and deposit pollen on the tiny stigmas. The preservation of non-bee

pollinators is thus critical to the sustainable management of chestnut orchards.
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